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and his record-breaking number of walks,
has battled back-and-forth with their
coastal rival, separated by a few games­
at most-for the wild card crown. Dusty
Baker, the manager of the Giants, is rely­
ing on a post-season appearance this
year to give him more job security. And,
with whispers of a managerial change,
Baker needs to take his team to the next
level for a return next season. The Dodg­
ers-Giants rivalry, alive since the two
teams were in New York together, has
proven to be the best show in the NL,
period.

Rookie of the Year honors are de­
batable at best. Chicago Cubs' starter
Mark Prior had a great run, but did not
have sufficient success to qualify. Kaz
Ishii was great in the first half, but tanked
after the All-star break. That leaves the
best choice to be the Colorado Rockies'
starter Jason Jennings. Jennings, who
had over 16 wins and an ERA hovering
around 4.50 (which is great for Colorado),
Jennings had the performance of a true
winner, and should get the necessary
votes for rookie of the year.

Unlike the American League, where
the debate over the "definition" of an
MVP creates the choices, the biggest
decision to make is whether or not pitch­
ers should be considered for MVP hon­
ors. If they were, then an argument can
be made for both Atlanta's John Smaltz
and Los Angeles' Eric Gagne, as well as
the team of Johnson and Schilling in Ari­
zona. And though Barry Bonds is a ma­
jor part of the Giants' success, the per­
formance ofSchilling as Arizona's domi­
nant pitcher will, for the first time in a
long time, give the MVP award to a
pitcher. Yes, they do have their own
award. But he was too good this season
to be ignored.

So, the National League has, once
again, provided entertainment for all
ages. And with the strike averted and
the playoffs on the way, the race for the
ring will be one of the best in a long time.
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America's best sports market. In a trade
that the Philadelphia Phillies had been
desperate to make, the Cardinals sacri­
ficed the bat of Placido Polanco and the
young gun of Bud Smith, but in tum re­
ceived third baseman Scott Rolen who,
at the end of his contract, would have
left the Phillies with nothing if a trade
were not made. Rolen solidified, in both
defense and offense, a Cardinals lineup
that proved too much to handle for the
rest of the central division. The Cardi­
nals, however, suffered more loss in a
single season than any team should en­
dure. With the death of long-time an­
nouncer Jack Buck, as well as the sud­
den death of all-star pitcher Darryl Kile,
the Cardinals family have persevered
through tragedy, and will honor the
memory of both men for the rest of the
season and playoffs.

In the West, the Arizona Diamond­
backs' 1-2 tandem ofRandy Johnson and
Curt Schilling has, all season, been com­
pared to the tandems of the past such as
Drysdale-Koufax, and even the Maddux­
Glavine of earlier years. The two abso­
lutely dominated, each winning over 20
games and striking out more batters than
there are minutes in a day. The World
Series champs have shown that, with a
strong lineup and even better pitching,
there is very little that can prevent them
from reaching the playoffs once again.
The big fear ofD'backs fans this year is
the same as last year: will the lack of a
definite #3 starter mean overworking the
Big Unit and Schilling early on in the play­
offs? And though it was proved last
post-season that it can be done, Johnson
and Schilling are getting older, and their
run in the playoffs will be the determin­
ing factor of the Diamondbacks' success
in 2002.
.-'..~Q~~t~~stiAg.,th.l,Ul.the division
title run of the'Diamondbacks, however,'
is the race for the wildcard between the
San Francisco Giants and the Los Ange­
les Dodgers. Eric Gagne, who converted
to the closer role like Atlanta's John
Smoltz, has had virtually equal success,
becoming an automatic in the 9th inning.
Kazuhisa Ishii, the 29 year-old rookie
from Japan, gave the Dodgers great first­
half success, but faltered before being
placed on the DL in the fall. San Fran­
cisco, riding the coat tails ofBarry Bonds

Cross­
Country:

Editor's note: As ofpress time, no
member ofthe Girl's cross-country team
was available for comment.

The loss oflast
year's very tal­
ented runner
S i m 0 n
Rossetter hit
the Boy's
Cross-Country
team very hard

this year, but they are still poised for suc­
cess. "The main idea in cross-country
mnning is to run faster than everybody
else," said varsity runner and senior
David Hepburn. Chase Pizzonia, Filipe
Couto, Kristian Sekse, and Tom Carney
should hopefully be taking care of that.
Wilton and New Canaan pose the big­
gest threat this year to the Blue Wave
runners, but the team is confident hat
they can dominate.

Swimming:
The girls of the Blue Wave

Swimming team are ready to conquer this
year at the State tournament. Captains
Kaki Dudley, Meghan Moore, and Emily
Bohdan provide the leadership that will
propel the team to success. The team
hopes to re-achieve an FCIAC Eastern
division title. "This year's team is very
strong and we have an enormous amount
of depth. We're going for a three-peat
this year at states."

Field Hockey:
After losing leaders Jenny

Scott, Melissa Abruzze, and Dana
Anderson, Blue Wave Field Hockey has
.quite a hurdle to jump in order to suc­
ceed this year. Nevertheless, Varsity
player Emily Gambir stated that even af­
ter "a turbulent end to the season last
year, this year is a fresh beginning [for
the team] with new attitudes and unity."
New Canaan, again, is the team's big­
gest rival and threat, but the Blue Wave
hasn't lost hope. "New Canaan has an
unbelievable field hockey program with
a lot of team spirit, but I am sure we can
match up to them this year!"

"In order to succeed," said

Soccer:
Both boy's and girl's soccer

plan to qualify for states this year, but it

Sports Editor
By Coleman Miller

won t e easy. oy s varSIty payer
Charlie Guthrie remarked that "We'll need
to improve keeping possession of the
ball to make States," and that "Our big­
gest threat in the FCIAC is probably
Danbury." Girl's varsity defender Blair
Dysenchuk told NElRAD that "We're
counting on Sam Bealer at right outside,
Emily Baker at striker, Carly Sousa in goal,
and Natalie Chiavaroli at a center defen­
sive position." The Varsity teams' sev­
eral freshmen and sophomores are also
expected to contribute greatly to the
teams' successes.

For years, the Darien High School
Blue Wave has had a tradition of excel­
lence on the athletic playing field. That
legacy continues this year as the fall sea­
sons of Cross-Country Running, Soccer,
Football, Field Hockey, Volleyball and
Swimming begin.

Volleyball:
The DHS Volleyball team has

had a lot of success recently and plans
to continue to dominate this season.
Nonetheless, Amanda Rich, a senior and
newer to the team, pointed out that they
would have to improve "being a team
and working together on the court." The
girls will have a lot of rebuilding to do
with the loss of the players who gradu­
ated last year: Erin Redding, Becky Fisher
and Ashley Challinor. The team's main
goal this year (as always) is to win the
FCIAC championship and the State title
as well as defeat rivals New Canaan and
Stamford.

Football:

quarterback PJ Maglathlin, "We will have
to fill some voids on offense and defense,
especially on both lines." With the loss
of star receivers John a 'Hanlon and Billy
Peters, the Blue Wave football tearn might
have a harder time achieving FCIAC or
State gridiron glory this season. Still,
younger players like Tim Shaw, Chris
Scott and Jack Ryan should be able to
help the team succeed against New
Canaan at this year's Turkey Bowl.

Blue Wave Ready for
FCIAC Domination


