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Extra Points: Taking the high road out

Michael Jordan walking off the cOllrt after winning his sixth and final NBA championship

By Sean Gillespie
Editor in Chief

Though rumors of persistent come­
backs plague Michael Jordan every
single time he takes the court for a prac­
tice with his Washington Wizards, Bulls
and Wizards fans alike feel that same
spark in their hearts that they did when
Michael was on the court leaving de­
fenders behind and sinking shot after
shot with his tongue hanging out of his
mouth. NBA fans want him back badly ...
Almost too badly.

But all of us, both amateur athletes
and professional athletes can take one
more lesson from Michael. Jordan per­
formed the ultimate class act. He left at
the top of his game. The last vision we
had of him in an NBA uniform was one
of him hoisting the championship tro­
phy for the final time. He left the league
like he entered it, as a born champion. I
only wish that others had done the same.

It pains me to see athletes like
Patrick Ewing, Hakeem Olajuwon and
Chris Mullin running down the court
play after play in search of that elusive
championship that all of the aforemen­
tioned have not gained with the excep­
tion of Olajuwon. It's horrible to see year
after year these poor souls, former dream
teamers in fact, endangering their health
struggling to win that shiny trophy that
their hands never had the grace of touch­
ing. Mullin, a player who once averaged
near 20 points a game for the Golden
State Warriors now plays a limited role
with the team, only appearing sparsely
in games and contributing about five
points a game. I would hope that soon
these former all-stars would perform a
deed of great class, stepping aside from
their limited roles and pursuing coach-

ing positions to spread their greatness
to younger players.

If Olajuwon were to leave basket-

ball for good, he, like Jordan, would leave
on a high note. After a 24-point perfor"
mance in his last game this season,
Olajuwon looked like the Hakeem of old,

the 1996 Gold Medal Winner and con­
sistent all-star. Now all that is left to do
for Hakeem is not to fade away gradu-

ally like Ewing and Mullin, but step aside
while he is still remembered fondly in
the hearts of the Houston Rockets fans.

The NFL is no different. Surprising

moves have left the free agent market
stunned. The most shocking announce­
ment came shortly after the super bowl
when Vikings running back Robet1 Smith
announced his retirement after having a
career season. Why? To pursue a career
in law. Like Jordan, Smith stepped aside
at the top of his game. After rushing for
the most yards of his career, Smith
stepped aside with as much quiet class
and dignity as Jordan possessed.

I thanked God when I heard Troy
Aikman, formerly of the Dallas Cowboys
had retired. Aikman is a true American
hero after surviving career threatening
injuries at the University of Oklahoma,
and then resurfacing at UCLA, only to
be drafted by the team he spent his en­
tire career with, the Dallas Cowboys.
Aikman, a former two-time superbowl
quarterback and concussion-plagued
quarterback was in the midst of having
a Mullin-like decline in level of play. Per­
haps the Cowboys did the right thing
by releasing Aikman, who like his former
rival, Steve Young, stepped aside qui­
etly before concussions endangered his
health too greatly.

After the spring seasons of
sports at Darien High School, whether
your arena is the track, the lacrosse field,
the baseball or softball diamond, and fi­
nally the tennis cOUl1, I urge all the se­
niors to take a lesson from Michael Jor­
dan arid'step aside:With quiet class. As
all ofyou walk off the field for what may
be the final time, carry yourself with the
same dignity as a champion. We seniors
are role models for underclassmen and
younger children alike, make them re­
member you as a class act, a true ath­
lete, and a hero. All of us can be like
Mike in one way, and let that way be
class.

NBA Playoff Preview: Four teams that could win it all
By Tom Nissen
StaffWriter

As the regular season for the Na­
tional Basketball Association draws to
a close, the race towards the playoffs
rises to a fevered pitch. Both the East­
ern and Western conference playoffs
are set to begin April 21 and without a
strong powerhouse from either con­
ference, it's anyone's ballgame.

The major story in the race for the
championship this year is the domi­
nance of the Western Conference. As
of April 5, there are 8 teams in the
Western conference with a winning
percentage of over .600, a mark only 2
teams from the East have matched. The
West has youth too, as exemplified by
the second place Sacramento Kings,
whose starters have an average age of
27, the lowest in the NBA. Here's a
rundown on all the teams who have a
legitimate shot at taking it all.

n Philadelphia 76er's:For a long
time this season, the 76er's have had
the league's best record, but have
since been shadowed by the Western
Conference's superb play. The 76ers
are led by the likely league MVP, Allen
Iverson. The flamboyant Iverson has
gotten almost as much attention off

the court as on it; last year his debut
rap album drew criticism for being rac­
ist and offensive. Unfortunately for
opponents, Iverson is offensive on the
court. only this time he's offensive in
the good way. Their recent trade for
Dikembe Mutombo has paid off, as the
big man has been able to produce big
number for the 76ers

21 Sacramento Kings: The Kings
are my new favorite team and they are
playing at the top of their game. The
Sacramento Kings have always been
at the bottom of the Western Confer­
ence, but have assembled a very tal­
ented team over the past two years.
First, the tattoo covered point guard
Jason Williams made a name for him­
self as a fancy ball handler. Williams is
followed by Chris Weber, who is in my
opinion, the best player in the West­
ern Conference. C-Web is averaging
28 points per game and adds an ele­
ment of intimidation to the young
Kings. The Kings are unique because
three of their top offensive stars hail
from Eastern Europe. Vlade Divac,
Pedrag Stojakovic, and Hidayet
Turkoglu all start for the Kings and
add a foreign flavor not found on any
other team. I think this is the most tal­
ented team in the league, but look for
their inexperience to cost them in the

Western Conference finals.
31 New York Knicks: The Knicks

have made it to the playoffs consis­
tently over the past decade and look
to continue their dominance in 2001.
The Knicks are made up of players who
are very experienced in the playoffs.
What drives the Knicks is heart and
desire to win, as opposed to teams like
the Lakers who are assembled only to
make money. The Knicks will get a high
seed in the playoffs and have a win­
ning record against the Western Con­
ference, something most Eastern teams
don't have. Look for young teams like
the Raptors or the Magic to crumble
when it comes time for the playoffs and
the Madison Square Garden crowd is
going nuts. The Knicks will surprise
people in the playoffs like they usu­
ally do, and they're my pick to win the
Eastern Conference.

1} San Antonio Spurs: It pains
me to see how well they play. As much
of a Knick fan that I am, there is no
way the Knickerbockers can beat these
guys. The Spurs are deep at every po­
sition. The twin towers of David
Robinson and Tim Duncan will wear
teams down and win it all this year.
They have the best regular season
record and they are just as strong now
as they were when they won the cham-

pionship two years ago. The inside
force of Robinson and Duncan will
generate at least 50 points every game,
and mixed with the smart play of point
guard Derek Anderson, the Spurs are
my pick to win the championship this
year. The only other possibility would
be if a fast break team like the Kings or
the Knicks are able to run the Spurs
around and upset them in the playoffs.
We wiIIjust have to wait and see what
happens.


