






























The classic paint scheme of Earnhardt's Chevrolet (top left) has been replaced by that of the new #29 car (top right). Above: Earnhardt celebrates his first Daytollo 500 victory ill 1998.

Loss of Earnhardt Shocks all of NASCAR

•••••

a memorial was established where fans
could pay tribute to their hero. Many
left flowers, notes, and even drawings
of the famous number 3 Chevrolet. Oth­
ers just came to be with others who un­
derstood how much he meant to them,
and' how painful the loss really is. It is
difficult to comprehend what his loss
meant to the sport of NASCAR and its
legions of followers; it is the equivalent
of the NBA losing Michael Jordan or
the NHL losing Wayne Gretzky.

In light of the accident at Daytona,
the drivers of the Winston Cup series
returned to work the next weekend, rac­
ing in the Dura Lube 400, not really sure
what to expect emotionally or how to
act. A tribute was given before the race
as other drivers paid their respects and
tried to do business-as-usual.

Richard Chidress, the owner of
Earnhardt's cars, removed the trademark
color scheme and number that fans as­
sociated with Earnhardt, painting them
white and giving them the number 29.
Busch Series driver Kevin Harvick, who
was going to join the Winston Cup se­
ries at the beginning of the 2002 season,
drove the car in the race, and will con­
tinue to do so for the remainder of the
season. His debut could not have been
on worse terms, but the young driver
willingly accepted the challenge and
was optimistic throughout the week. At
the completion of the rain-delayed race,
Harvick had gone from his starting spot
in the back of the pack, to a respectable
14th place finish, highest among rookies
in the race.

To replace Dale Earnhardt is impos­
sible. To many race fans, watching the
sport of NASCAR will never feel the
same. All we can do is honor his memory
and legacy as a driver, and as a man.

toes or prepare to be his next victim. It
was that aggressive style of driving

,which brought him his success through­
out his entire career.

After 676 career races, seventh all­
time for a Winston Cup driver,
Earnhardt's numbers were behemoth. 7
Winston Cup championships (T-1 st with
Richard Petty); 76 wins (6lh all-time); 281
top five finishes (4lh all-time); and he was
the onlydriver to ever win the Winston
Cup Championship the year after win­
ning the Rookie of the Year award. He
earned $41,639,662 in prize money,
though it was never about that. He
raced for the love of competition and a
burning passion to win.

It was pure irony that his life came
to an end on the track that gave him the
most success and the most grief at the
same time. Daytona, home to the mul­
tiple races throughout the year, namely
themost famous race in NASCAR, the
Daytona 500, was the defining track in
Earnhardt's career. He won 34 races at
the track, but until 1998, had never had
the chance to celebrate the victory of
the big one. Nineteen previous attempts
had brought many top 5 finishes, and in
three cases between 1993 and '96, he
had been beaten in the last lap.

In victory lane after winning the '98
Daytona 500, Earnhardt was his most
jubilant in victory lane, shouting for all
to hear, ''I'm here, and I've got that g-­
damn monkey off my back!" That pure,
raw emotion was a microcosm for who
he was in life, and who he was on the
track.

To Earnhardt fans throughout the
United States, his death brought about
feelings of anguish and an emptiness
that will never be filled. At the head­
quarters ofDale Earnhardt Incorporated,

a restraint system that limits the motion
of a driver in an accident. Though in­
creasing in popularity since the deaths
of Kenny Irwin and Adam Petty, who
both died in separate incidents at New
Hampshire International Speedway, only
a few drivers have chosen to wear the
device, because of its bulky and uncom­
fortable fit. Earnhardt was one of the
many drivers who chose not to wear it
for the race, though Dr. Steve Bohannon,
the EMS director at Daytona Interna­
tional Motor Speedway, said that he be­
lieved that the device would not have
saved Earnhardt's life. He also noted
that a closed-face helmet, in place of the
older-style open-faced helmet that
Earnhardt has worn for 25 years, would
not have helped.

Just recently released was the news
that Earnhardt's seatbelt broke in the
collision, something that one NASCAR
analyst said that he has not seen in his
50 years of racing. The harness-style
seatbelts, which are designed to with­
stand the forces of impact at over 250
MPH, ripped along the chest area. In a
Daily News report, it was reported that
the rip might have been due to an alter­
ation that Earnhardt ordered before the
race began. Drivers often make these
slight adjustments for increased comfort
during the race, but this adjustment may
have been the deciding factor in
Earnhardt's death.

Earnhardt was a living legend in the
sport of stock-car racing. But, at the
same time, he was a blue-collar kind of
guy that the average fan could relate to.
He was the driver that everyone either
loved or loved to hate. Nicknamed the
Intimidator, Earnhardt's aggressive, no­
holds-barred style of driving forced
other drivers on the track to be on their

StaffWriter
-By Bryan Finkel

", ,.:.,

16 March 2001

In a career in which he became no­
torious for his often-selfish desirp to
win, Dale Earnhardt lost his life in a most
unselfish manner. On the last lap of the
2001 Daytona 500, the NASCAR season­
opener, in a move that was quite non­
characteristic of Earnhardt, he slowed
his own vehicle, in an attempt to clock
the oncoming pack of cars from catch­
ing his son, Dale Earnhardt Junior and
his teammate, Michael Waltrip. Coming
around turn four, Earnhardt began to
lose control of the notorious number 3
Chevrolet as it sliced down the track and
tapped the front bumper of Sterling
Marlin's number 40 Dodge. The tap
turned Earnhardt's car and sent him up
the track. As Ken Schrader rammed him
on the passenger side, he careened into
the wall head-on, at over 180 MPH. The
crash killed Earnhardt instantly. He is
survived by his wife Teresa and his chil­
dren, Dale JR, Kerry, Kelley King and
Taylor Nicole.

Waltrip went on to win the race,
while Earnhardt Jr. finished second. But,
the victory-lane celebrations were short
lived as Earnhardt, who was removed
from the car unconscious, was airlifted
to a hospital in Daytona Beach, FL. He
was pronounced dead later that day, due
to severe head trauma at the base of the
scull. Earnhardt Jr., acting as the family's
spokesperson, broke the news to the me­
dia and asked for NASCAR fans to pray
for him and his family.

Immediately following his death,
questions arose regarding the safety of
the cars and their driver restraint sys­
tems. Available to all drivers is the
HANS (Head and Neck Support) device,


