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Giants Clash ahCf''']efs:'t:f5'sh-;···,·
NFL Playoff Action Heats Up the Gridiron

By Bryan Finkel
Editor-In-Chief

It was the tale of two teams in one city.
The Jets, riding the wave of momentum
generated by the emergence of Chad

. Pennington, made it as far a<; the AFC East­
em divisional playoffs. The Giants, play­
ing strong with a revitalized pass attack
from Kerry Collins, were knocked out early.

Let's start with the wild-card-game dis­
missal of the New York Football Giants.
Coming into the game, the Giants were, at
least in the New York media, favored to
win, and win big. Having won their previ­
ous four games, whereas the San Francisco
4gers, the home team for the game, had lost
two of three, the Giants were, by all ac­
counts, the better team. And in the fIrst
halfof the game, this was more than appar­
ent. Collins connected on multiple occa­
sions to WR Amani Toomer and TE Jer­
emy Shockey, and TIki Barber had no prob­
lem accumulating yardage on the ground.
Except for an early 76-yard touchdown pass
from San Francisco QB Jeff Garcia to WR
Terrell Owens, the Giant defense seemed
up to task in stopping the feared wideout,
and at the half, the Giants had a command­
ing 28-14 lead.

Coming out of the locker room for the
start of the third quarter, the mood changed.
San Francisco scored 25 unanswered
points and seemed to have a new vigor on
every play. And, with seconds left in the
game and down by one point, the Giants
had the opportunity to gain the victory.
However, already showing their weakness,
the Giants' special teams unit, for the sec­
ond time in the game, missed a fIeld goal
from close range. And with this came the
end of the game and the st311 ofthe trouble.
In that final play of the game, newly-signed

41-year-old Trey Junkin blew the snap
on third down, causing holder Matt Allen
to execute a desperation pass to one of
the Giant linemen, a pass that was incom­
plete, just as the Giants' season seemed
to be as it abruptly ended on one botched
play.

But wait! Not so fast, oh loyal reader.
Everyone in the Giant locker room had a
bitter taste in their mouths as something
about that last play, something besides
the godawful snap from Junkin, seemed
wrong. On the play. Rich Seubert, a line­
man for the Giants, sped downfIeld in an
attempt to create an open target for Alien's
desperation pass. However, he was pulled

down on the play, but no pass interference
was called. The referee did not throw the
flag for pass interference. Instead, it was
for the Giants having an illegal receiver
downfIeld. However, prior to the start of
the game, Seubert informed the referees that
he would be an eligible receiver on such
plays. Had the pass interference been called,
it would have resulted in offsetting penal­
ties, meaning that one fmal, un-timed down
would be played, giving the Giants and
their abysmal fIeld-goal unit a chance at
redemption and a trip to the NFC divisional
game.

So the Giants technically desel'Ved an­
other shot. But they should have never
been in that position. They should haye
never allowed Jeremy Shockey to get out
of hand with his taunting of the crowd in
the first half, and should have pulled Shaun
Williams after the fIrst oftwo rsonal fouls
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in a skirmish with Terrell Owens. They
should have come out of that locker room
for the third quarter not with a cocky men­
tality, but with the hunger that got them
there. Trey Junkin's bad snap did not lose
the game for the Giants; the Giants lost it
for themselves. Yes, they deserved an­
other chance. But a football team with the
heart of champions would have never
given up those 25 unanswered points.
They would have sealed the deal.

So with that nightmare over, the Jets
kept chugging along toward the Super
Bowl. Chad Pennington, a career back-up
for Vinny Testaverde, finally got his
chance to lead the team, and within two
weeks of his installation as starting quar­
terback, it became Chad's team. The
young southerner brought the Jets from
the brink of mathematical elimination to
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