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DHS Cheerleading Squad is Headed for the FCIACs

once again, on Saturday, February 1st• How­
ever, Darien had bigger fish to fry as the
intensity was uplifted by the presence of
anotheropponent, DanielHandHighSchool
of Madison County. Although the school
isn't in Darien's FCIAC or class, they cer­
tainly showed up ready to rumble, or shall
we say ready to tumble; the Wave was de­
feated by DanielHand, but victorious against
"theHill." Unfortunately, the scores weren't
available, however, co-captain, Tiffany
Juterbock commented that the meet wasn't
a complete loss for the Wave.

"We scored 136.7 overall, which is our
highest score yet. Daniel Hand are really
strong competitors, they beat us last year
when competing for New England's. But
everyone did really well, and even though
welost, we are improving with every meet,"
said Juterbock.

As forupcorning FCIAC and Statecom­
petitions, the co-captain only had more posi­
tive things to say about the team.

"I think we really have a shot at win­
ning. We've really been improving and our
scores are getting higher," noted Juterbock.

Although star standouts have led the
team in points, SamSinche, Lindsay Wood,
Meghan Nelson, Cameron Murphy, and
Scooter Smith, have made large contribu­
tions to the team's successful season.

Darien will compete inFCIACs onSat­
urday, February 8th at Westhill. States will be
on February 2200

•

The Darien gymnastics team has, once
again, proven that they will be a force to
reckon with at the 2003 FCIAC and State
competitions. TheWave was victorious over
Westhill High on January 25th

• Captain
standouts, Tiffany Juterbock and Jen
Bennett, along with teammate Ktisten
Bennett, andfreshman flare, SarahFiore, lead
the meet to a solid victory.

Fiore won the vault, scoring 9.0 points,
Ktisten Bennett closely followed with 8.9
points, along withJenBennett with 8.8. Sam
Sinche and Lindsay Wood were right under­
neath them with scores of8.3 and 8.1 points
respectively.

Jen Bennett led the floor with an as­
tounding score of 9.3 points and an impres­
sive performance to all. Oosely following
were Fiore, Kristen Bennett, and Juterbock.

Kristen Bennett racked up the leading
score on the bars with 9.2points, Jen Bennett
followed with 8.9 points. Although thebeam
wasn't the Wave's highest scoring event,
captainJenBennett, once again, led the team
with a score of8.7 and co-captain, Juterbock,
was right behind with 7.7 points.

The Wave faced Westhill competitors,

Wave Tops the Hill

By Kaitlin B1ankemeier

Girls Remain Steady with a Record of 6-1

Editor-In-Chief

GYMNASTICS

Gymnastics Tumbles into
FCIACs and States

among the top five teams. However the
illegal ending pyramid of the routine cost
them twenty-five points, which in a sport
where teams win by a fraction of a point,
is devastating. Senior Kaitlin
Blankemeier mentioned, "Despite criti­
cisms by those that aren't familiar with
the sport, I think we really went out there
and were able to prove ourselves this
season. Although the disqualification
was a hard hit to our endless hours of
practice, second place in stunt team was
a huge accomplishment and Jessyca and
Alyssa did amazing in individuals. We
plan on entering States with a stunt safe

. routine and plans to really show what
we are capable of."

'Regardless of some disappointment,
each member of the team realizes how far
he or she has come and know that they
pulled together and proved that they are
a team to be reckoned with.

Meghan Gleason commented, "We
had a rough season. It took a while, but
we ended up with twenty-two girls and
one great guy that loved what we were
doing, and all working toward the same
goal. With a sport like cheerleading, you
really need everyone to be in it 100% so
we definitely had a team that ended up
being 100%."

The team will be attending the CIAC
State Competition at East Haven High
School on March 14th , and looks forward
to making their presence felt in the state,
in addition to just Fairfield County.

Freshman Chloe Ettari added, "The
season has been awesome. It was a lot
of hard work, but well worth it."

Overall, the season has been a great
success and in the words of Meghan
Gleason, "This year was an important
first step in establishing Blue Wave
Cheerleading as the main stream sport
th<lt it ~h()111r1 hp "

HEERLEADING

80 FOOTBAll .

The Darien High School
Cheerleading Team has taken ajump in
the right direction. With immense
changes from last year, this is a brand
new team who has not only met expecta­
tions, but by far surpassed them. Going
against past precedent, DHS did away
with Blue Wave Dancers, who had been
dancing at football games in the fall. This
year, the cheerleaders dominated the
football season as well as the basketball
season. It was a great advantage for the
team because in the past, the
cheerleading team only had the winter
season to put together a team, start from
scratch, and prepare in time for FCIAC
competition. Meanwhile, other teams
had twice as much time to prepare. In
the words of senior captain, Meghan
Gleason, "We grew up a lot over the last
year. We really learned a new work ethic,
we wanted people to take us seriously
so we took a step back and figured out
how to take ourselves seriously. The
sport is a lot harder than people give it
credit, so we just wanted to get out there
and show everyone what we can do."

The team has definitely shown us
what they are capable of. On February
1st, 2003, the team participated in the
FCIAC competition. Senior Jessyca
Fields, and first year sophomore
standout Alyssa Crawford made the All­
FCIAC team. In addition, the partner­
stunt-team, consisting of captain
Meghan Gleason, Lindsey Hecker,
Jessyca Fields, Kaitlin Blankemeier, and
experienced flyer Britta Mulderrig, placed
second in the very competitive stunt di­
vision. The team acquired 140 initial
points, which would have placed them

Entertainment Editor
By Jessica Koontz

High Kicks and Big Flips
for Wave Cheerleading

to pick apart the usually tight Rai r sec
ndary.
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