


























Indoor Track:
our new favorite
sport

.By Laura Macdonald

• By Derek Claiborne
Sta!fWriter

Step aside Wringling Brothers
Barnum and Bailey circus, this year the
greatest show on earth is the Darien
High School indoor track squad. Led by
Captains Charles Benzyk and Sameer
Baig the team looks to be serious con­
tenders in the state championship hunt.
Baig, coming off a strong season with
the Cross-Country team, has proved to
be a strong emotional leader for the team.
Baig's work ethic, competitive nature,
and drive to succeed are the traits, which
make a strong leader. The other captain,
junior Charles Benzyk, shares the same
leadership qualities and looks to carry a
load in many of the sprint races. Benzyk
feels confident about this year's sprint­
ing core saying, "The team will mainly
rely on our sprinting capabilities, for that
is where we are strongest. If need be we
can fall back on our distance runners.
But that's only if the sprinters fail to win
their events." Along with Benzykjun­
ior standout Tom "Flash" Kelly looks to
make an impact in the sprint races. Kelly
is proud of this year's team and is thor­
oughly excited to work hard and see re­
sults come championship time. Kelly
also has proved to be an emotional leader
for the team, "One thing that I'm trying
to stress in this years team is unity. With
a strong sense of unity this team can
come together as one. Doing things
both on the track and off the track is
what makes us such a close team. No
other team is as close as us." With such
strong unity this team really has a shot
at a title, "There's no doubt there will be
some falls along the way, but those set­
backs will are what will make us stron­
ger," said Kelly.

Editor in Chief

The upcoming season looks prom­
ising for this year's girls gymnastics
team led by Captain Stephanie Scott. Al­
though their coach of 8 years Paula
Mirto retired after having a baby this
summer the strong base of talent com­
ing from juniors Jessica McNell,
Katherine Lee, and Anna Shepard keep
the team's hope of successfully defend­
ing their FCIAC and Class S State Cham­
pionships within reach. Taking over
Mirto's position will be last season's
assistant coach Jennifer White and re­
turning again this year as assistant
coach will be Boris Klatsman. Several
freshman team members will supplement
the strength of the veteran juniors as
the team goes up against Wilton and
Westhill who are expected to 'be strong
competitors. Their first meet is sched­
uled for January 6lh and is against Green­
wich.
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Rams' quarterbacks also had good days,
Mike DeMasi and Mike Westfal each
completed four passes and combined for
112 yards passing, 69 of those yards
going to Steve Porco. The New Canaan
defense was impenetrable as well; Jack
Newton and Chris Sgritta combined for
just 41 yards rushing on 16 carries. Quar­
terback P.J. Maglathlin was the one
bright spot for Darien; he was 6 of9 pass­
ing for 54 yards and rushed for 21 more.

However the Blue Wave offense
couldn't get any drives going as
the New Canaan defense went into
high gear in the second half, shut­
ting out Darien in both quarters.

Notes: This is New Canaan's
second straight Turkey Bowl
win ...The Turkey Bowl Series is
now tied at 3 wins for Darien and 3
wins for New Canaan ...The two
teams have split their last four
meetings over the past three years,
including a 1999 state playoff win
for Darien ...New Canaan's season
ended on December 2 with a 55-6

pasting at the hands of the Bloomfield
Warhawks in the Class M State
Finals ...Brian Chacos and Bill Shufelt
were named to the All-FCIAC first team;
Casey Knechtel and Jack Newton were
second team; Chris Sgritta, P.L
Maglathlin and Dave Ryan received
Honorable Mention.
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charge, the Rams shut down the Darien
offense, while tacking on 13 more points
for themselves. Steve Porco's 33-yard
touchdown gave the Rams their final
score 35-6.

The Rams offensive line was key in
the game allowing the two New Canaan
backs to rush for a combined 125 yards.

After a 15-yard unsportsman-like con­
duct penalty was attached New Canaan
converted a 17-yard two-point attempt
successfully giving them an early 8-0
lead. Chris Sgritta's one-yard run put the
Wave back into the game 8-6, however
that would be the Wave's only score.
New Canaan added two more touch­
downs before the half to give them a 22­
6 lead. The second half was all New
Canaan, after stopping an early Darien

have dedicated endless hours of bas­
ketball and it would all be thrown away
if they did not win a game the whole
season. Junior John Wheelock said,
"We are trying to forget about the past
years and just concentrate at putting a

team together that can
win at least 8 games."

John Wheelock,
Jon O'Hanlon, Paul
Carley, Andrew Terry,
Andy Mattison, and
sophomore Henry
Holmes hope to play
a key role in the up­
coming season and
are fighting for start­
ing positions. As of
now there is no start­
ing five, which makes
the players work even
harder during prac­
tice.

Many of the bas­
ketball players have
no doubt..that they will
have a successful sea­
son, but can they re­
ally beat teams like

Central or Harding? Both of those teams
have dominated over us in the years
past. Most of the kids on their teams
play basketball throughout the year and
many hours a day, which is hard to com­
pete with considering that most kids at
DHS play other sports or other activi­
ties in the off season. Minotti realizes
that the only way to beat these teams is
by working extremely hard during prac­
tices and having a strong determination
to win.

New Canaan Y5. Darien

News Editor

NEW CANAAN- A cold, Novem­
ber wind chilled the fans at Dunning

Field on
Thanks­
giving
morning
as the
FCIAC

Champion New Canaan Rams trounced
the Darien Blue Wave 35-6 in Tur-
key Bowl VI. The annual match
up between the rival teams was
more lopsided than usual, the
Rams, had lost just one game this
year and were coming off an ex­
citing 21-20 win over Greenwich
in the 2000 FCIAC Championship
Game. The Wave on the other
hand were closing the books on
one of their more disappointing
seasons in recent memory. The
Wave although impressive at
times, were 2-7 coming into the
Turkey Bowl, and were trying to play
spoilers for New Canaan's state title
hopes. It was not to be however as the
Rams dominated on both sides of the
ball and had the game wrapped up for
the most part at halftime.

The game didn't start off badly for
Darien. The Rams struck first, scoring
on a one-yard dive into the end zone.

• Mike Sullivan

Boys basketball hoping to
rebound to new heights

Wave gobbled up by Rams on Turkey (Bowl) Day

• By Alex Larsen
Sta!fWriter

l The boys basketball team hasn't
een known in the past to win a lot of

games, but this year the team has a whole
new attitude.
Not only do
they want to
overcome last
year's record of
four wins, they
expect to come
close to win­
ning States.

Under the
strong leader­
ship of Coach
Minotti, Scott
Hankey, and
Brian Chacos,
the team works
night and day
to accomplish
their goals this
year. Not only
does the team
practice on
weekends, they
have often practiced for an hour before
school. Senior Andy Mattison said,
"Coach Minotti is pushing all of us very
hard and not putting up with any pa­
thetic excuses. An example of this is
when Brian Chacos was late the first day
ofpractice, the whole team was punished
for Brian's mistake."

However, because of Coach
Minotti's high expectations the players
would be crushed if they did not win a
game the whole season. The players


