










The last weekend of March Theatre 
308 put on its production of 
��	���
���� ���� 
���� . The show was spec-
tacular- every aspect of the production 
was charming and entertaining. Ms. 
Herman, the director, and the wonder-
ful cast succeeded yet again in pulling 
off a magical spring musical.

	 
��	������������
���� 
wowed fans of every 
age. “Audiences came 
out in record numbers 
and I’ve heard noth-
ing but raves.  What 
could be better?” said 
Ms. Herman. Some au-
dience members were 
even moved to tears! 
“This school is so tal-
ented,”  said junior 
Susan Biggart after the 
Friday night produc-
tion, “and it was made 
clear tonight.” Junior 
Charlie Baird called the 
show “fantastic.” Ms. 
Herman said, “
��	���
��������
���� was a suc-
cess on every front.  It 
was a beautiful, magical 
production full of color and laughter 
and silliness and romance.” 

	 One of the premier reasons the 
show was so phenomenal was because 
of the two title roles. Junior Emily Elliot 
played a sweet and charming Belle. She 
shone in every single scene she was in, 
particularly the song and dance num-
bers. Senior Alex Rankine, who played 
Beast, matched his on-stage love inter-
est in success. His character’s costume, 
mannerisms, and makeup combined to 
create an effect that made ten-year-old 
Ox Ridge student Julia Carruthers say, 
“the Beast is kind of scary.” His voice 
wowed audience members as well. 
Both actors should be extremely proud 
of the excellent performances.

	 The other leads were undeniably 
entertaining as well. People in the 
audience loved senior Jordan Washer’s 
Gaston. Freshman Mira Venkat said, “I 
love Gaston. He’s the funniest person 

ever.” Senior Andrew Robert Genuario, 
from Fairfield Prep, went even further 
in his praise. “Jordan Washer is and 
will be the next Leonardo DiCaprio, I 
guarantee it. If not this year, than in 
the next five years,” he said. Junior 
Nina Preston said that senior Elizabeth 
Leimkuhler, who played Mrs. Potts, was 

“classy and glamorous.” Junior Aastha 
Narula added that, “I loved the way 
she moved her feet, her hair, outfit, 
and posture. All the little details made 
it perfect.” People fell in love with two 
characters in particular: senior Collin 
Shay’s Cogsworth and senior Max 
Hanau’s Lumiere. “They were hilari-
ous,” said sophomore Izzy Lee.  

Audience members loved all as-
pects of the show. Every scene was 
captivating and well executed. “I liked 
‘Be Our Guest’,” said freshman Jackie 
Nicoletti. Sophomore Drew Martzolf 
commended the running crew, adding, 
“the set changes were really well 
done.” The pit, filled with DHS’s own 
musically inclined band and orchestra 
students, provided perfect accompani-
ment to the action going on onstage. 
Mr. Grauer conducted the group. First 
violin and sophomore pit member 
Ryo Usami said, “the pit was great. It’s 

always great.” 
Another captivating and unique part 

of the show was the opening dance. 
Performed by junior Caroline Schau 
and senior Collin Shay, it mesmerized 
the audience and set the stage for the 
enchanting show to come. The wolves, 
featured dancing in two scenes, added 

an element of mystery and art to very 
emotionally heavy parts of the play. 
Their dancing and costumes contrib-
uted to the impressive effect. “My 
favorite part was the dancing,” said 
junior Veronika Kelemen. 

The rest of the cast was majestic 
looking and wonderfully played. The 
Enchanted Objects especially had 
elaborate costumes, including senior 
Marin Amyotte who did an excellent 
job as Wardrobe. Junior Abby Leinroth 
was a phenomenally sassy (and sparkly 
clad!) Babette. 

Freshman Alex Burke was adorable 
as Chip, who spent the show within 
the confines of Mrs. Potts’ crafty cart. 
Senior Robbie Florian did a hilarious 
job portraying LeFou: he was incred-
ibly light on his feet and really rather 
comical in his nimbleness, especially 
after repeated blows from Gaston. The 
three Silly Girls, played by senior Paris 

La Rock, junior McKinley Stauffer, and 
junior Mary Elliot were eye-catching 
and funny. Senior Misha Kushnir did a 
great job as Monsieur D’Arque. Maurice, 
played by sophomore Reed Morgan, 
was just as well played. The entire 
cast did an outstanding job, from the 
leads down to the charismatic chorus 

members. 
How did the cast feel about the 

production? Emily Elliot called the 
experience “fun, fun, fun!” Misha 
Kushnir said that the shows “went 
well”. Junior Laura Powis, a member 
of the ensemble, said that the cast and 
crew were able to “pull it together at 
the end.” Ms. Herman said that she is 
“terribly proud of all of the perform-
ers, the crew, the orchestra, and the 
techies, for the tremendous creativ-
ity and professionalism they demon-
strated.” Ms. Herman also mentioned 
in her Director’s Note the retirement of 
Theatre 308 Business Manager Michael 
O’Brien. Mr. O’Brien worked as the busi-
ness manager for eleven years, and in 
that time “transformed and elevated 
many key aspects of the organization” 
as Ms. Herman put it. 

His departure is sure to have its 
impact on the 308 community, but, as 

Ms. Herman wrote in her note, he has 
“left us with a legacy that will serve us 
for years to come.” 

	 Although most of the drama 
happened on stage, Thursday’s open-
ing night performance ended with a 
real life fiasco. During the final scene 
in which the Beast is transformed 

back into a prince, 
a smoke machine 
used for special af-
fects set off the fire 
alarm. The cast, 
crew, and audience 
had to evacuate 
the building. No 
one was harmed, 
but the event did 
interrupt the flow 
of the play. “It was 
definitely a shock, 
but the cast and 
crew were able to 
use the energy and 
come back and 
finish the show, 
which turned out 
really well. Even 
though it was a 
surprise, it didn’t 

have a negative impact on the perfor-
mance at all!” said sophomore cast 
member Kaylyn Buckley. 

Even as word spread about what 
had happened, people continued to 
flock to the next three performances. 
“I’m excited,” said senior John Conley 
before Friday night’s show, “I hope 
the fire alarm doesn’t go off tonight.” 
Sophomore usher Elsa Case echoed 
this sentiment. “We’re looking forward 
to no fire alarm mishaps tonight!” 
she said.

Luckily, the fire alarm never did go off 
again. 
��	�����������
���� was a beauti-
ful show, filled with a talented cast, a 
skilled director, elaborate costumes, 
artful scenery, and classic Theatre 308 
charm. Certainly even many springs 
from now DHS students will remember 
this magical production of�
��	���
��������
����.

Theater 308’s La Belle et la Bête
308 Pulls off a Magical Performance of this Disney Classic		

Belle thanking the Beast.

N

The cast of �������������������� 
come together for an epic ending to 

a spectacular show. 

BY Kat mckay
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Every child has a dream of what he 
or she wants to be when they grow up; 
whether it is to be an actress or a vet-
erinarian. It is not often that people 
follow through with their childhood 
dreams, however, junior Jimmy Quinn 
is already well on his way to becoming 
a music producer.

	 “Basically what I do is compose 
instrumentals for artists to perform 
on,” Jimmy said. After sending his in-
strumentals to managers and produc-
ers, they will listen to them and if they 
like what they hear, they will show it 
to the artists they work with. Then, if 
the artists like it they will write lyrics 
to it. “Once they have finished writing 
the song, the artist will record it and 

hopefully it will make it on the album,” 
Jimmy said. He already has managers 
such as Nick Velo, the A&R for Beluga 
Heights Records, and John Ehmann, 
the A&R manager of Jive Records, who 
have both co-signed Jimmy’s composi-
tions. A&R’s are those who scout talent 
and make them a part of the record 
company. Artists such as Jason Derulo, 
IYAZ, and Sean Kingston record under 
Beluga Heights Records and artists 
such as David Archuletta record under 
Jive Records.

“I’ve had a passion for music for as 
long as I can remember,” Jimmy said. In 
eighth grade, after watching a YouTube 
of Ryan Leslie, who is a music produc-
er, composing a song, Jimmy decid-

ed he wanted to try 
it out himself. Three 
years later, Jimmy has 
taught himself piano 
and has built his own 
home studio which 
contains professional 
soundboards and a 
recording booth. He 
now composes and 
produces Pop, R&B, 
Hip-Hop instrumen-

tals and songs. 
For Jimmy, this is more than just 

something he does in his free time; 
he wants to spend the rest of his life 
working as a music producer. He puts 
about twelve to fourteen hours a week 
into his compositions. After putting 
his life savings into his studio and 
working day after day, Jimmy’s hard 
work has finally paid off. This coming 
summer he has a potential internship 
at a big music corporation (that wishes 
to remain anonymous). This intern-
ship will help him get his music out, 
and get album and TV musical “place-
ments”, or credit in songs.

 “I never really knew how talented 
Jimmy was until last year when I was 
in his Music Technology class,” junior 
Caroline Schau said. “The songs that 
he made were insane, and all of us 
were extremely jealous and shocked 
at his creativity and skill.”

Jimmy gets his inspiration from art-
ists such as Ryan Leslie, Kanye West, 
Pharrell Williams and Quincy Jones. 
One artist Quinn is working with is 
Palmer Foote, a singer and songwrit-
er. They plan on releasing a few songs 
shortly. To continue with his success, 

Jimmy said, “I have my sights set 
on majoring in Music Business and 
minoring in Music Technology.” He 

would love 

to continue composing 
in college in hope of one day being a 
music producer and composer.

Along with his music, Jimmy is 
an active stock trader, continuously 
investing in stocks. In addition, he 

just recently started rowing at the 
Maritime Rowing Club. He practices 
every day and said he really enjoys it. 
“I did it for fun,” Jimmy said, and since 

he has begun he has gotten stron-
ger and made a lot of 
new friends. 

Many people sup-
port Jimmy with his 
dream and expect to 

see  him do well. “He 
definitely is a creative 

kid and could go far in 
the music industry,” Ms. 
Minnis said, the Music 

Tech teacher. “I  was 
always impressed with 

the quality of the work 
he produced in [class].  He 
put a lot of time into his 

projects, really trying to 
create the end product he 

wanted.”
“I know, just from [Music 

Technology] class, that 
Jimmy is going to be suc-

cessful in the music business,” Schau 
added. “I truly believe he has a bright 
future ahead of him; I just hope he re-
members me when he’s famous!”

BY Sara Shaker

DHS’ Music Producer In-Making
A look into the musical life of junior Jimmy Quinn

N

N

Jimmy’s Favorite Songs:

1) Touch the Sky – Kanye West

2) To the Top – Ryan Leslie

3) Breathe – Ryan Leslie

4) Rock With You – Michel Jackson

5) Shining Star – Earth, Wind, and Fire

BY Addison Thalhamer

Red-Neck Losito
The lengths senior Chris Losito went to for a charity donation

Dubbed simply “the mullet,” Darien 
High School senior Chris Losito has 
brought this hairstyle back for a mere 
3 weeks and it stirred up the town. Cut 
for a charity he works with – the Sekolo 
Project – Chris’s hair was not only a rad-
ical fashion statement, but a tool to aid 
less fortunate students in Namibia.

	 Chris had not cut his hair since 
approximately June of last year and he 
knew a new hairdo was in order. The 
question was what kind of haircut. 
“I had to do something crazy,” said 
Chris.

Three weeks ago, Chris and his 
friends were discussing his options. A 
mohawk was too simple and the idea 
of a perm, though intriguing, was de-
cided against as well. Thus, the mullet; 
according to Chris, an idea no one 
would ever think of. He researched the 
style, and decided to base his own off 
of the NHL Chicago Blackhawks player, 
Patrick Kane. However, “The faux-hawk 
was my own twist,” Chris said.

During the same free that he decided 
on the mullet, Chris (jokingly) asked 
Oscar Parsons, DHS junior, if he’d pay 
Chris if he got a mullet. Oscar said yes, 
and suggested he do it for charity. 

That’s when Chris hatched the plan 

to collect donations for the Sekolo 
Project if he got a mullet. The Sekolo 
Project is a small non-profit organiza-
tion, for which Chris volunteers. 
The group takes trips to Namibia 
where they build schools and bring 
in essential materials, train teach-
ers, advocate safe sex, and teach 
about AIDS, as well as providing 
after school activities like sports and 
dance classes. In total, Chris raised 
over $1000 for the charity.

In terms of attention, Chris is get-
ting more than enough. In the three 
weeks he had the mullet, he got an 
array of reactions. One experience he 
described was when he went to “Street 
Squash,” a squash tournament that 
took place in Harlem. He said, “I walked 
through the door, they looked at me, 
and just laughed in my face.”

Although this feedback was more 
openly blunt, Chris said he mostly just 
gets awkward glances from people he 
passes. 

He gets a lot while driving, like 
during the moments of “Who’s gonna 
go at the stop sign” – once he drives 
by them, he can see them staring, 
thinking, as he claims: “What is this 
kid doing in Darien?” However, Chris 

proudly proclaimed “It’s fun; I love get-
ting looks.” 

As for his family, Chris said 
that his brothers would describe it in 
one word, “stupid.” Yet, he said that 
his entire family has been very sup-
portive, and understands his motive. 

Even so, when he first got the haircut, 
“I walked in and my mom took one 
look and walked away.” His dad is 
more chill, and Chris jokingly said 
that “He tolerates it – he doesn’t 
not look at me.” 

Chris said that his mullet 
changed his life, and that he has 
absolutely no regrets. He describes 
it as much more than simply 
fashion: “The mullet is not just a 
haircut; it’s a lifestyle … if people 
go around something, you go 
through it.” He also described the 
intimidation factor as an invalu-
able asset in pond hockey.

In fact, he admitted to being 
a little hesitant to go out in 
public when he first got the 
haircut, but it has built his con-
fidence, and he forgot about his 
nervousness after a week or so. 
Chris said that it’s almost like 
a social experiment, in that 
he went from being (what he 

considered to be) a fairly normal guy 
that would usually fit in, to someone 
getting all of these weird looks and 
being judged based on one aspect of 
his persona. 

“Now I feel like I’d look differently at 

someone who doesn’t really fit in, be-
cause I’d know how they feel.”

Something that Chris truly loves 
about the mullet is when people don’t 
stare, but take the initiative to engage 

him in conversa-
t i o n , 
a n d 
t h e n 
wh e n 
h e 
m e n -
t i o n s 
h i s 
c h a r i -
ty they 
willing-
ly  p r o -
pose to 

make a donation. “I’d like to say thanks 
to all the supporters,” Chris said, “it 
shows how good-natured people can 
be.”

On a closing note, he said “I think 
that the people of this town’s will-
ingness to donate money to a good 
cause, and for something as frivolous 
as a mullet really says something about 
them, and out shadows past speed-
bumps.” Well put – keep on rock-
ing the mullet, Chris.

Senior Chris Losito sports his mullet in the halls.

Chris just after his barber gave him a new style.

Jimmy in his profes-sional-caliber recording studio.
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Spring Sports are in the Air           
The Varsity Captains give Neirad the Inside Scoop on Team Goals and Culture  

N

Varsity Baseball Team
Captains: Andrew Hurn & Dan Pidgeon
Goals: The baseball team is returning with 

similar goals as last season: to put a competitive 
team out on the field and to out-hustle every 
team it plays throughout the season.  The team 
also hopes to progress deep into the FCIAC and 
State tournaments.

Team Camaraderie: The team comes together 
during its pasta dinners the night before each 
game.  The pasta dinners give the team a chance 
to relax and have a good time in order to main-
tain upbeat, positive spirit.

*“We simply love to get out onto the turf and 
play every day.  That in itself is the most enjoy-
able part of our season.” -Hurn

Varsity Softball Team
Captain: Nicole Buch
Goals: This year the DHS Softball team hopes 

to make the FCIAC and State tournaments.  Last 
year the team lost in the FCIAC semi-finals, and 
two years ago lost in the state championship.  The 
girls hope to become the 2011 FCIAC champions 
and return to the state championship game.  The 
team is also working on improving its batting av-
erage and record.

Team Camaraderie: The team has pasta din-
ners before games, and the girls have various 
handshakes.  Buch also writes pump-up letters 
before the games.

*“We are returning with a great core of girls and 
we played a lot this summer together.  Overall, 
we have a lot of team spirit and we all get along 
very well.” -Buch

Boys Varsity Tennis
Captains: Rupert Hansford, Malcolm Willis, & 

Miller Schweizer
Goals: The team hopes to perform well in the 

regular season and make the state tournament, 
and the seniors hope to enjoy their final season 
of Blue Wave Tennis.

Team Camaraderie: Before the state tourna-
ment, all of the athletes dress up in something 
as a way of uniting the team.

*“Having lost six starting seniors, it will be dif-
ficult to improve on last season, but we look for-
ward to the challenge of performing well in the 
FCIAC and State tournaments.”  -Hansford

Girls Varsity Tennis
Captains: Amanda Brodsky & Lonneke Eenkema 

van Dijk
Goals: The team is looking to improve from last 

year’s 12-4 record, and they hope to make it farther 
in the FCIAC and State tournaments.

Team Camaraderie: To boost team spirit, the 
tennis players usually wear their uniforms or fun 
outfits on the days of matches.  There is also a pep-
talk before each match.  Although tennis can be a 
lonely sport, the team remains close by cheering 
each other on and encouraging teammates on the 
courts next to them.

*“We have more seniors this year than in pre-
vious years, so there is a lot of leadership on the 
team.  Everyone has been working really hard in 
the off-season, and we are planning to work even 
harder this year with five spots open for new play-

ers.” -Brodsky
Boys Varsity Golf
Captains: Brian Curry, Chris Carmody, & 

Andrew Winter
Goals: The league is especially competitive this 

season, and the team hopes to win against some 
of the top teams like New Canaan, Greenwich, and 
Staples.  The team is also aiming to win the FCIAC 
and State championships.  This year there is more 
stability in the lineup, the top four players being 
the three captains and junior James Burgoyne.  
Everyone will have the chance to compete for the 
fifth and final spot on the varsity lineup.

*“Everyone on the team is looking forward 
to playing golf this season.  Ever since the snow 
began to melt, we’ve all been itching to go out 
and play.  We’re going to make the most of our 
last year for the Blue Wave.” -Carmody  

Girls Varsity Golf
Captains: Kendall Kyritz & Nicole Granath
Goals:  Many of the girls on the team are 

working on lowering their individual scores 
from match to match.  As a team, they hope to 
place first in FCIACs (after finishing second to 
Greenwich last year) and hopefully make the top 
five in the state tournament.  The varsity team is 
composed of only six golfers, four of them being 
returning seniors, so there is a high level of expe-
rience this season. 

Team Camaraderie: Each season the team does 
a movie night, and they are looking forward to 
incorporating more team bonding events this 
season. 

*“This year I am looking forward to competing 
in States and FCIACs!  It is really fun to compete 
against girls that you have seen throughout the 
season and often you are able to witness how 
much your team has improved over the course 
of the season.” -Kyritz  

Boys Outdoor Track & Field
Captains: David Watson, Kevin Keller, John 

Conley, Stockton McMullin, & Peter McDonough
Goals: The team is expecting a solid regu-

lar season, and hopes to make the top three at 
FCIACs, the top two at Class L, and the top five at 
the State Open.  Last year the team placed 37th at 
the State Open and 3rd in Class L, so everybody 
is looking to improve these standings.  Conley, 
Watson, Keller, and McDonough are all coming off 
of injuries and are eager to start running again.

Team Camaraderie: The Boys Track team holds 
pasta dinners the night before each meet, and the 
runners all wear a shirt and tie to school on the 
days that they have meets.

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
Captains: Baylis Treen, Eric Parnon, & JP 

Walsh
Goals: This year the team is aiming to win its 

seventh consecutive state championship and re-
capture the FCIAC title.  The team also has the 
opportunity to establish itself as the top-ranked 
team in the nation, but most importantly the 

team wants to retain its current titles and domi-
nance in the state of Connecticut.

Team Camaraderie: The lacrosse team stays 
very focused throughout the season, but the 
team also enjoys good locker-room music.  This 
season, captain Eric Parnon is in charge of put-
ting the music together, so the team is expect-
ing a good mix of everything, including some 
techno music.   

*“Not to take away from the tremendous talent 
there has been in previous years, but there are 
no doubts that this year the lacrosse team has 
much more talent than in previous seasons and 
it should be fun to be a part of it…I know we 
will back up all the hype coming into this year.” 
-Treen

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
Captains: Emma Tuz & Emma Getsinger
Goals: This year the team hopes to make return 

appearances in both the FCIAC and State champi-
onships.  The team will be playing a few teams in 
the Top 10 Girls Lacrosse Teams in the Northeast 
(ranked by Lacrosse Magazine), so the players are 
striving to beat these teams.  The team is broaden-
ing its skills with  a new goalie coach this season, 
some new plays for the offense, and a new style 
of defense.

Team Camaraderie: This team puts a lot of em-
phasis on the importance of team unity.  Before 
each game, the athletes listen to music in the 
locker-room and they do the same cheer before 
each game, which is a long-standing tradition.  
They are also planning various bonding events 
and they are expecting a fun season.

*“We all love Blue Wave Lacrosse and are 
thrilled for a wonderful season!” -Tuz

Girls’ Outdoor Track & Field 
Captains: Charlotte Phillips, Megan Keane, Lee 

Bolton, Alex Iqbal, & Caroline Kapustinski
Goals: This year the team is aiming for an un-

defeated season with first place finishes in both 
FCIACs and States.  This past winter the DHS Girls 
Indoor Track team lost only one meet, where it 
came just one point behind Danbury.  The out-
door team hopes to make a comeback against 
Danbury this spring.  Although a very talented 
group of runners left with the class of 2010, the 
team is expecting an equally successful season 
this year, as the performances of this year’s Indoor 
Track runners showed a lot of potential.

Team Camaraderie: This season’s leaders hope 
to strengthen team unity by bringing the sprint-
ers and distance runners together during Friday 
practices through combined workouts and fun 
running-related activities.  They also sing “Eye of 
the Tiger” before all the meets. 

*“I’ve been so impressed this year by the com-
mitment, hard work, and energy level of our girls 
that is unparalleled to any of my past years…I’m 
a big believer that team chemistry can strongly 
impact the season no matter what the sport, and 
I have no doubts that it is something that will set 
us apart not only from past years, but from our 
competitors as well.” -Phillips

DHS Rugby Team
Captain: Sam McCarthy
Goals: The rugby team is looking forward to a 

great season.  The team came out of last season 
with a strong record and came home with the 
Connecticut DII trophy from the end of the year 
tournament.  The team aims to be just as suc-
cessful this season and hopes to come home 
from the tournament with a win this year.  Also, 
this season there are several seniors, but also 
many underclassmen, so there will be depth at 
every position.

Team Camaraderie: The rugby team’s coach 
helps boost team spirit throughout the season.  
He pokes fun at the players and makes them 
laugh, building relationships between teammates 
and making the season more enjoyable.

“I’m really looking forward to the dynamic of 
the team.  We have a lot of great guys out there 
on the field this season and I am anticipating a 
good time.  It’s a good group of kids and I hope 
the charisma translates to success on and off the 
field.” –McCarthy

Varsity Sailing Team
Captains: Sarah Smith, Olivia Crane, & Bobby 

Johnston
Goals: This year the DHS Sailing team hopes to 

win the Gold Cup (the equivalent of FCIACs) and 
finish in the top five at CT States.  A lot of strong 
sailors graduated last year, but the team has a lot 
of incoming freshmen this year.

Team Camaraderie: When someone on the team 
has a birthday, everyone sings “Happy Birthday” 
in Dutch.  Also, to increase team spirit there are 
pasta dinners before every regatta and they cele-
brate Senior day at the end of the season.

*“We are looking forward to spending time 
on the water, especially when the weather gets 
warmer…this season will be better as more people 
will have the opportunity to sail and develop their 
skills.” -Smith

Boys Varsity Volleyball
Captains: Calder Billhardt & Austin Cockerill
Goals: Last year the team made it to the FCIAC 

finals for the first time since the program started.  
The team is hoping to beat Staples High School 
and win both the FCIAC and State tournaments 
this year.

*“We only lost one starter from our team last 
year and everyone’s been working hard in the off 
season.  We’re going to come back more skilled 
and in better shape.” -Billhardt

by Katherine Minion

“This season captain 
Eric Parnon is in charge 
of putting the music to-

gether, so the team is 
expecting a good mix of 

everything, including 
some techno.” 

—Senior Baylis Treen, Lacrosse 

Captain


