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Turkey Bowl Victory?
Fans Question IfBlue Wave Will Defeat NC Rams

Girls Hockey
Hopes To Stick
Through This
Season
Annie Wilson
Staff Writer

After finishing with a decent
record last year, the Darien High
School girls' ice hockey team prepares
for a questionable 2006 season. With
only eleven definite players repre­
senting the team this year the girls are
ecstatic to finally hire coach Valerie
Saltzman to lead them through the up­
coming season.

The team's old coach was not
hired back due to time conflicts, so ex­
Trumbull coach Saltzman was hired to
lead the Blue Wave team and hopeful­
ly improve the girl's ice hockey pro­
gram.

''I'm really excited for the new
coach, it means we can possibly leam
more this year and improve our skills,"
says junior player Annie Fisher.
"Also, the program hasn't been very
serious in past years and the change
was definitely needed."

The loss of 2005 seniors Devon
Eppley and Emily LeimkuWer has def­
initely left a dent in the team. Devon
Eppley, being the ex-DHS goalie has
gone on to continue excelling in her
exceptional hockey skills at Salve
Regina University. The loss of these
valuable players has greatly embel­
lished the need for more female ice
hockey players at DHS.

One of the reasons there aren't
very many participants in the program,
Fisher feels, is because "it's really ex­
pensive with the equipment and every­
thing; and if you don't learn how to
skate at a young age it can be a very
difficult sport to pick up in high school
or later in life."

Whatever the reason, it has
become apparent that the team is lack­
ing participants. As of now, there are
eleven definite players planning on
participating this winter. As co-captain
Casey Hekker says, "It's important
that we recruit more girls this year; se­
riously, even if you can't skate, that's
not a pr~blem."

The team is happy enough with
being able to form a team though, for
the possible rumors of forming a co-op
team with another school that doesn't
offer ice hockey to girls didn't seem
appealing to players. Hekker adds,
"Forming a co-op with another school
just wouldn't feel as much of a team
because it wouldn't be the 'Blue Wave'
ice hockey team."

Fisher disagrees, saying, "At
this time with the amount of players
we have, I feel that a co-op would be
beneficial because it would help us win
more games and we definitely could
use the help."

Although the team lacks players,
they are confident in this season. "The
team will be fine, the girls we do have
playing are serious about it so I think
we can still do well," says Hekker.

With only weeks before the be­
ginning of the winter sport's season
for all Blue Wave winter sports, the
ice hockey team anxiously awaits to
begin their season and hopefully prove
that they can persevere and succeed
with a good record despite their lack
of players.

Try-outs and pre-season
play will be held throughout the week
ofThanksgiving at the Darien Ice Rink
for potential or interested players who
wish to support or take part in the girl's
ice hockey program. For more infor­
mation contact Casey Hekker.

Senior Captain Katherine Sinacore.

elude: Savannah Verricco, Lauren
Murphy, and Kate Kevorkian.
Mulligan remarks, "Despite the fact
that we lost a lot of good girls to
graduation and injury this year I have
a lot offaith in the underclassman on
the team."

Girls' track won the FCIAC East
Championships, and captains OIly
Mossa, Katherine Sinacore, Kim
Kunces, and Carly Annecchino want
to retain the title. Mossa remarks,
"Our coach [Steve Norris] believes
that we have the potential to finish
first in our state class title. Key athletes
to the team consist of: seniors Olivia
Leach and Amanda Tripodi. juniors
Rebecca Dobler and Sarah Bauer,
and sophomores Grace Doering,
Continued on page 6

Senior Captain lonny Schoen in the game against Fairfield Ludlowe.

team has graduated. I have very high
hopes for the team including plac­
ing well in all our meets, winning
FCIACs and states, and [having] a
great and enjoyable season." Some
of the team's vital gymnasts include
sophomore Kaylyn Van Sciver and
junior Meg Gildea. Horan remarks, "
Honestly, everyone is very important
to the team." A MMS gym teacher,
Toyah Vincent, coaches the team, as­
sisted by a Fairfield University senior,
Courtney O'Connor.

Girls' cheerleading is headed
in the right direction after plac­
ing second last year in competition
at Regionals. The captains for the
season are Anne Elliott and Bcianna
Mulligan. Mulligan notes, "We have
a lot of promise for this season, much
of our team consists of returning girls
so we have a strong foundation to build
on this year." Assets to the team in-

The Turkey Bow1is a great tradi­
tion which always heats up the Darien
- New Cannan rivalry. The question
is: will Darien come out on top.

Darien's running game has been
a large part of their success this year.
Junior starting running back Kevin
Joy had four touchdowns in the season
opener against Ludlowe.

Joy is an excellent back, but he
is not the only player to contribute to
the running game.

The offensive line must provide
a lot of blocking and holes in the de­
fense for Joy to run. The O-Line is led
by captain Tad Schwartz, who needs
a good game in order for Joy to have
another big game.

Defensively, strong safety PJ
Bay is having a great season. He and
the rest of the secondary will have to
defend against New Cannan's passing
game.

The defensive line of the Blue
Wave, consisting mainly of Mike
Ryan, Josh Nichols, Shwartz, and
Cam Paktinat, will have to apply a
great amount of pressure on thequar­
terback in order to stop the Rams of­
fense.

New Canaan, on the other hand,
has a 7-1 record as of November 6.
The Darien team is going in with one
of the strongest teams they've had in
years, but it looks to be a tough match
up against the NC Rams. The game is
at 10:30 AM on Thanksgiving Day in
New Canaan.

ing: Chris Whelan. Returning varsity
player, sophomore Nikki Dysenchuk
remarks, " We have trained very hard
for this season, and I think that the
team is headed towards many vic­
tories."

One ski team captain senior Cat
Flaherty wishes that her team will do
well this season. Hopefully, she and
her fellow captains, seniors Cameron
Calahan, Mike Mogenson, and junior
Ali Shaw will lead a strong team
in the races at Mount Southington,
Connecticut. MMS gym teacher, Mr.
Zeyer, will continue to coach them.

One of DHS's most successful
teams is girls' gymnastics. Gymnastics
received third at states last year, and
second at FCIACs, and captains
Mackenzie Horan and Kelly Wood
want this to continue. Horan says,
"This season will be interesting for
our team since a third of last years

Staff Writer
Charlie Nicholls

It was cold, rainy, and muddy.
And you walked off the stands of the
turf field and were stunned at the out­
come of the game. The Darien Blue
Wave had just suffered a horrible loss
to New Canaan on Thanksgiving Day,
2005. You can only think to yourself,
"Well, there's always next year."

The time has come to find out
whether or not that statement is true:
will this year be a Blue Wave victory
over rival New Canaan, or will we see
a repeat the last two years?

Many Blue Wave fans believe
that this year will indeed include a
Darien victory in the Turkey Bowl.

"I've seen a few games this
year," says sophomore Rick Trismen.
"I think that Darien will win because
we have a decent record and have
what it takes to win."

The team started out strong with
four straight wins. However, this
unseen event ended abruptly with a
loss to Wilton, followed by a crushing
defeat by Brien McMahon. The team,
however, remained strong, had a close
game with Newtown and a win against
St. Joes. The last game before the final
match up will be against Greenwich,
a town ranked in the top five in the
state.

Senior captain quarterback
Jonny Schoen hopes to lead the team
to victory on Thanksgiving.

Senior Captain Mackenzie Horan.

Winter Sports Preview
An Inside Look At This Coming Season's Promising Teams

Hadley Green and Elizabeth Calka
Staff Writers

Last year many of the winter
sports teams held high rankings at
meets and games. All teams will try
to succeed this year, and many have
concrete goals.

"Boys' basketball has expecta­
tions of a higher record than last year,"
states varsity player junior McKay
Potter. "Our team has been working
hard together all off season and we
are playing well together." Key play­
ers for the team this year include Matt
Herbert and Niels Geneste. Injured
athletes junior Austin Anderson and
senior Eddy Carta will also be in­
strumental. The captains have yet to
be decided, but the coach is return-


